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1. (C) Embassy raised reftel points with Simon Bond of the 
Foreign and Commonwealth Office's South Asia Department and 
Ben Lyon of the FCO's Counterterrorism Policy Department. 
Lyon said that the UK fully supports an EU designation of the 


Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). LTTE is already 
proscribed in the UK (roughly akin to our Foreign Terrorist 
Organization designation). Bond's boss, South Asia 


Department Deputy Head John Yapp, said that the UK welcomes 
our "more aggressive" stance towards disrupting LTTE's 
sources of funding and weapons. 


2. (C) Lyon (please protect) said that the next possibility 
for the EU to consider a designation of LTTE would be the 
June meeting of the Clearinghouse. Lyon said that the date 
for the Clearinghouse meeting had not yet been finalized, but 
that it was likely to be either June 12 or 14. 


13. (C) Lyon said that the general feeling (not based on 
specific reporting) within the FCO was that June represented 
the "best chance ever" for gaining Clearinghouse consensus 
for an EU designation. This is a factor both of LTTE's 
actions in Sri Lanka, and the fact that Norway had decided to 
no longer associate itself with the Common Security and 
Foreign Policy (CSFP) decision which implements Clearinghouse 
sanctions. 


94. (C) According to Lyon, Norway was associated with the EU 
CSFP on designations up until January 2006. This meant that 
if the EU agreed to designate a terrorist entity, Norway 
would automatically have to implement that decision. Lyon 
said that Norway, as facilitator of the peace process, did 
not want to be in a position of having to freeze LTTE's 
assets because it would no longer appear neutral. Lyon said 
he believed that other Nordic countries had previously 
blocked consensus on an LTTE designation on behalf of Norway, 
which is not a member of the EU and therefore could not block 
consensus itself. Lyon speculated that Norway had decided to 
no longer associate itself with the Clearinghouse process 
because it saw a designation as inevitable and wanted to be 
sure it would not have to freeze LTTE's assets. , as 
facilitator of the peace process, it did not want to be put 
in the position of having to freeze LTTE's assets. Yapp 
believes that the Nordic countries will still follow Norway's 
lead on this issue. 


4. (C) Lyon said that, to his knowledge, Denmark, Sweden and 


Finland have blocked EU consensus on a designation of LTTE in 
the past. 
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